Emergency psychopharmacology.
A review of the literature pertinent to the emergency use of psychotropic agents is presented. Four general principles (underlying organicity, target symptoms, route of administration, and side effect profiles) governing the choice of psychotropic agent are discussed. Pharmacologic management approaches to commonly encountered behavioral emergencies, including drug-related disorders, assaultive patients, suicidal patients, agitated patients, and stuporous/withdrawn patients, are outlined.